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Council adopts ordinance, adds member
ILewisburg gatherings with 25 or more guests, alcohol need OK

By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Lewisburg Borough Council 
voted Tuesday to adopt an ordi­
nance as a COVID-19 counter­
measure restricting attendance 
limits at private social gather­
ings where alcohol is served 
and also appointed a new mem­
ber to fill a board vacancy.

In a split vote, George 
Botelho was chosen to serve 
the borough’s Ward 4 over Rudy 
Mummey. Council members 
Michael Brody, Jordi Comas,

Michael Derman and Debra 
Sulai, board chair, voted for 
Botelho. Council members 
David Heayn and Susan Yohn 
were opposed.

Botelho and Mummey fielded 
a series of questions from the 
council members during the 
meeting. They spoke about ar­
eas of interest, issues they’d like 
to address and committee and 
commission positions they’d 
prefer.

Both applicants were largely 
aligned, saying they’d seek so­
lutions to downtown traffic

congestion, support a pend­
ing human relations ordinance 
and work to improve relations 
between Ward 4 and borough 
government. Each said there’s a 
feeling that section — some of 
it west of Route 15 — is some­
times a forgotten land.

Botelho, who moved to the 
borough over one year ago, 
raised the idea of pursuing a 
public infrastructure project to 
install wi-fi internet in Huf- 
nagle Park. While he has a 
background as a military police 
officer, he said he’d most like

to be involved in the council’s 
planning and community devel­
opment committees.

On addressing concerns from 
borough residents with oppos­
ing viewpoints, Botelho said: 
“I think it’s important to open 
that dialogue and see if we can 
come to some middle ground. 
If not, I have to vote with my 
principles,” Botelho said.

Several council members en­
couraged Mummey, a retired 
Lewisburg Area teacher who 
sought election to the board last 
year, to stay active in commu­

nity issues.
All six council members 

voted to adopt an ordinance 
amending existing rules es­
tablished for parties at private 
residences. Under the borough's 
current emergency order, the 
permits aren't being approved 
anyhow.

The borough already re­
quired any resident to apply for 
a permit through the Buffalo 
Valley Regional Police Depart­
ment should they host a party 
with 75 or more guests expected 
— if alcohol is served.

The only change, and obvi­
ously a significant one, is that 
the borough now requires per­

mits for such gatherings with a 
guest list expected to reach 25 
or more people.

Council members say the pro­
posed change could lessen the 
potential spread of COVID-19. 
After the meeting, Heayn and 
Comas each said the decision 
was made with input with other 
stakeholders in the Lewisburg 
area. Heayn said Bucknell Uni­
versity, local law enforcement, 
medical professionals and busi­
ness leaders were consulted.

“Is 25 a golden number? I 
don’t know. There have to be 
measures taken,” Heayn said,

See COUNCIL, Page B4

PINE STREET LUTHERAN CHURCH

Church continuing tradition of selling 
ice cream, despite coronavirus

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Sharron Eyer, left, and Jeannie Snover mix up a batch of homemade ice cream at the Pine Street Lutheran Church in 
Danville on Tuesday.

Proceeds will help pay for repairs, benefit Valley organizations
By Robert Inglis
ringlis @dailyitem .com

DANVILLE - One Val­
ley church isn’t letting the coro­
navirus pandemic stop a time- 
honored tradition.

Pine Street Lutheran Church 
“has been having an ice cream 
festival for 50 years or more,” said 
Bill Snover. He and his wife, Jean­
nie Snover, have helped make the 
ice cream for more than 25 years.

Though the Danville church had 
to modify their plans for the an­
nual ice cream festival — which 
normally includes a variety of food 
options and socializing — the or­
ganizers decided to scale it back

to just selling ice 
cream and soup by 
the quart on Aug. 8 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The church will use 
the proceeds to pay 
for porch repairs 

and to donate to local groups such 
as Camp Mount Luther and the 
Danville Fire Police.

The church is making around 
300 quarts split between five fla­
vors of ice cream this year: va­
nilla, chocolate, peanut butter, 
strawberry and teaberry. Each 
quart costs $6 and can be or­
dered at the church on the day of

See CHURCH, Page B2
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Carl Rice, left, and Bill Snover talk as they make ice cream 
at the Pine Street Lutheran Church in Danville on Tuesday.

District to hold meeting on $29M plan for school
Warrior Run facility will replace closed elementary schools

Counties 
join group 
to expand 
internet
access
CARES Act funds 
will pay for projects

By Justin Strawser
j strawser@dailyltem.com
and Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Commissioners in Northumberland 
and Union counties on Tuesday voted 
to join an economic development 
council in an effort to expand broad­
band in the Valley.

Both sets of leaders voted at pub­
lic meetings on Tuesday to become 
members of DRIVE (Driving Real 
Innovation for a Vibrant Economy), an 
economic development council serving 
Montour and Columbia counties, and 
seek the expansion of quality internet 
in areas of the region lacking the ser­
vice. The funding comes from each 
county’s allocation of the CARES Act, 
which provides for payments to state, 
local, and tribal governments navi­
gating the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Snyder County Commissioners al­
ready voted to join DRIVE, according 
to Commissioner Joe Kantz.

Northumberland County committed 
$1 million of its $8.2 million CARES 
allocation toward DRIVE and expand­
ing broadband internet.

“This will be for the outskirts 
that don’t have good reception and 
schools,” said Commissioner Chair-

See INTERNET, Page B2

Woman pleads 
guilty to child 
endangerment 
after living with 
baby in woods
By Justin Strawser

jstrawser@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY — A homeless mother 
found last year living with her 1-year- 
old child in the woods in Sunbury 
pleaded guilty to one count of child 
endangerment on Tuesday.

Northumberland County Judge 
Paige Rosini immediately sentenced 
Angela Clark, 35, to three years of pro­
bation and three months of house ar­
rest. Clark's application for treatment 
court for family and drug and alcohol 
addiction was granted by Rosini.

Clark and Jamie Giffin, 41, were ar­
rested at 11 p.m., Nov. 14,by CpI. Tra­
vis Bremigen. Police said they found 
the couple with their son in a wooded 
area near the 1100 block of South Sec­
ond Street in 28-degree weather in two 
tents; the child was sleeping in a car 
seat and wrapped in blankets.

See WOODS, Page B4

By Rick Dandes
rdandes @ daily item. com

TURBOTVTLLE - This month’s 
Act 34 Public Meeting on the Warrior 
Run School District’s plan to build a 
$29 million new elementary school 
is the culmination of two-plus years 
of fact-finding, and the decision that 
the district’s two existing elementary 
school were too old and needed to be 
replaced by one modern facility.

The public meeting is 6 p.m., Aug. 
24, in the Middle School library, said 
district Superintendent Alan Hack, 
on Monday, and will be available in 
person — with attendance in the room 
topped at 25 — or virtually.

The school will be built, ground 
up, on the high school-middle school 
campus, where the soccer field now is. 
A description of the project, including 
budgetary information, became avail­
able starting Monday through Hack's

office. Public comments about the 
plan will be taken from now until 3 
p.m., Aug. 24.

An Act 34 Public Meeting is a 
requirement by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education (PDE) to 
certify that the project cost “is below 
the threshold set by PDE,” Hack said.

The board has struggled in the 
past few years over where to build 
the school or to not build it and instead 
repair the Watsontown and Turbot-

ville elementary schools. “Several 
options were looked at,” Hack said, 
“including making improvements 
at the Turbotville and Watsontown 
schools.”

Following the conclusion of a fea­
sibility study on the buildings, Hack 
explained, “a recommendation was 
made to consolidate our elementary 
schools in an attempt to address our 
aging facilities and bring all students 
onto the main campus.”

See SCHOOL, Page B2
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Police: Woman tried to sneak drugs into jail
ROSS THE VALLEY

By The Daily Item staff and stringers

A defendant appearing 
for a preliminary hearing 
in Mount Carmel tried to 
smuggle drugs into the Nor­
thumberland County Jail in 
anticipation of being sent to 
the Coal Township facility.

Melissa E. Wolfgang, 36, 
appeared for a preliminary 
hearing on July 22 in front 
of District Judge William 
Cole. Officials noticed she 
was under the influence and 
contacted the probation de­
partment, who took her into 
custody, according to court 
documents.

During a routine strip 
search, correctional of­
ficers discovered heroin 
and methamphetamine in a 
body cavity, along with five 
rings she was wearing on her 
fingers, according to court 
documents.

The evidence collected 
during the investigation 
indicates Wolfgang believed 
she was going to jail after the 
preliminary hearing, accord­
ing to court documents.

County Detective Degg 
Stark filed one felony count 
of contraband and one misde­
meanor count of possessing 
controlled substances against 
Wolfgang.

An arraignment in front 
of Shamokin District Judge 
John Gembic on the charges 
is pending.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

DANVILLE

Cannabis 
grower GTI 
holding job 
fair Thursday

Green Thumb Industries 
(GTI) will host a job fair on 
Thursday at the F.Q. Hart­
man Recreation Area, 400 W. 
Front St., Danville.

Residents interested in 
learning about available jobs 
at GTI’s cannabis growing 
facility in Danville can attend 
between 3 and 7 p.m.

Employees of the cannabis 
consumer cannabis grower 
and retailer will be available 
to meet with applicants. All 
interviews will be con­
ducted 6 feet apart and masks 
are required. Green Thumb is

looking to fill roughly 30 jobs 
on its production, grow, lab, 
security and transportation 
teams. All current employ­
ment opportunities with GTI 
are listed at www.gtigrows. 
com/careers.

GTI, based in Chicago, 
owns 13 manufacturing 
facilities and licenses for 96 
retail locations and operations 
across 12 U.S. markets.

- JOE SYLVESTER

HARRISBURG

Jorgenson 
will be on 
presidential 
ballot in Pa.

Libertarian presiden­
tial nominee Jo Jorgenson 
has accumulated the needed 
5,000 signatures required to 
get her on the Pennsylvania 
ballot on Nov. 3.

Sufficient petition sig­
natures were turned in on 
Monday. Several states re­

duced the number of petition 
signatures required during 
the pandemic as a result of 
party lawsuits. Only Penn­
sylvania and Maine refused 
to do so.

Jorgensen is a business­
woman, entrepreneur, and 
senior lecturer at Clemson 
University. She was nomi­
nated at the party’s national 
convention, the first-ever 
online national political 
convention, held in May.

- RICK DANDES

SELINSGROVE

Susquehanna 
University will 
test emergency 
sirens today

Susquehanna University 
will test its emergency siren at 
9 a.m. today.

The test will last about 10 
minutes. The siren will blare 
at intervals and may be heard 
throughout the campus and 
nearby communities. Resi­
dents should be aware that 
this is a test and no emer­
gency response is necessary.

- MARCIA MOORE

SHAMOKIN DAM

Police found 
marijuana, 
gun during 
traffic stop

A traffic stop has led to 
felony drug and weapons 
charges against a Sunbury 
man who is now being held in 
Snyder County Prison.

Maurice Doster, 21, fled the 
vehicle into a nearby motel 
after he was pulled over for 
speeding in the borough on 
July 3, state police at Selins- 
grove said.

A passenger in the vehicle 
told Trooper Aaron Adams he 
didn't know Doster’s full name 
and when the officer detected 
a strong odor of marijuana 
inside the vehicle, a search was 
done resulting in the recovery 
of a loaded Smith and Wes­
son 9 mm handgun, a small 
amount of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia, court records 
said.

Police later identified Doster 
as the driver of the vehicle and 
owner of the bag containing 
the gun and drugs. Previously 
convicted of robbery, Doster 
is not legally permitted to pos­

sess a weapon, court records 
said.

He is being held in lieu 
of $100,000 cash on several 
charges including felony drug 
possession, unlawful posses­
sion of a firearm and fleeing 
an officer, a misdemeanor, 
pending a preliminary hearing 
before District Judge John H. 
Reed.

- MARCIA MOORE

SUNBURY

Northumberland 
County Prison 
Board cancels 
monthly meeting

The meeting of the Nor­
thumberland County Prison 
Board scheduled for today is 
canceled.

The next meeting is sched­
uled for 11 a.m., Sept. 2, at the 
administration building, 399 
Stadium Drive.

Traditionally, the prison 
board members take off 
one month for public meet­
ings during the summer 
months, said Commissioner 
Sam Schiccatano, who serves 
as vice chairman of the board.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

Counties join 
group to expand 
internet access

utility poles and farm silos to 
broaden the internet access.

Preston Boop, chairman 
of the Union County board, 
said incorporating the West 
End Library in Laurelton was 
necessary.

“I figured if we could get it 
to the West End Library, we’d 
get some other people along 
the way,” Boop said.

There’s a Dec. 30 deadline 
to spend the CARES Act 
funds, the Union County com­
missioners said.

Jennifer Wakeman, execu­
tive director of DRIVE, said 
the council provides the ‘'back­
bone and contracts with ISPs” 
to provide service to end-users 

“We are very excited to have 
Northumberland and Union 
Counties join DRIVE,” said 
Wakeman. “Access to broad­
band has come to the forefront 
during the COVID pandemic 
as we are now looking for 
ways to deliver work, educa­
tion, and healthcare virtually. 
DRIVE’S proven success in 
bringing terrestrial fixed-base 
wireless service to Montour 
County put us in a position to 
be able to meet the needs in 
Northumberland and Union 
counties within the short time 
frame afforded by the CARES 
Act. We’re honored that the 
commissioners put their trust 
in DRIVE and look forward 
to serving the residents and 
businesses of Northumberland 
and Union counties.”

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Aggie Oyster scoops out ingredients for homemade ice cream on Tuesday at the 
Pine Street Lutheran Church in Danville.

District to hold meeting on $29 million plan for school

INTERNET, from Page B1

man Sam Schiccatano. “This 
has to be done by the end of 
the year. Any improvement 
in broadband will have to be 
completed by DRIVE by the 
end of December.”

Commissioner Kymberley 
Best said some of the money 
will be used to create hotspots 
to provide internet access.

Commissioner Joe Klebon 
said expanding broadband is 
“very important,” especially 
for schools going back into ses­
sion in the upcoming academic 
year. School districts are con­
sidering hybrid learning where 
students attend classes in per­
son as well as online learning.

“This is a big initiative we 
have to get straightened out, 
especially with education for 
the kids,” said Klebon. Who 
knows what will happen with 
COVID?”

The remainder of the $8.2 
million is available for mu­
nicipalities, businesses, non­
profit organizations and other 
entities that have had issues 
related to COVID-19. Ap­
plications will be available 
through the county starting 
Wednesday, said Schiccatano.

Union County Commission­
ers voted to join DRIVE at a 
one-time cost of $250,000. The 
funds will come from the coun­
ty’s anticipated estimated $4 
million it will receive through 
the federal CARES Act for re­
covery from COVTD-19.

The board is targeting at 
least partial use of that funding 
to expand broadband capability 
in western Union County, cit­
ing the need to improve remote 
learning and business oppor­
tunities during the pandemic. 
Other potential uses include 
grants for local businesses and 
nonprofits recovering from lost 
revenue and donations caused 
by the pandemic.

The Union County Board 
of Commissioners has not 
formally approved how the 
entire allotment of funding 
will be spent.

“They have a good track re­
cord of being able to deploy 
broadband projects in Mon­
tour and Columbia counties,” 
Union County Commissioner 
Stacy Richards said.

Union County Commis­
sioner Jeff Reber said, to 
serve remote points of west­
ern Union County, he expects 
the broadband expansion to 
use existing towers in a point- 
to-point system. He said it’s 
likely the project would in­
corporate high-points on

FOOD 
INSPECTIONS

Restaurants are inspected 
throughout the year by state 
and local agents. Inspection 
reports are submitted to the 
state, and can be viewed on­
line by visiting the website: 
http://EatSafePa.com and 
clicking on “Food Safety In­
spection Reports.”
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How to submit tips for 
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Call the newsroom at 570- 
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the sale or people can preorder 
by calling the church at 570- 
275-2110."

“I’m disappointed that we can’t 
do the festival,” Jeannie Snover 
said as she and other masked 
volunteers made the ice cream 
Tuesday. “It's always a good time 
for everyone and we get a lot of 
people that just come in for the 
food.”

Over the years, volunteers have 
been able to tinker with the ice 
cream recipes.

“We’ve experimented with dif­
ferent amounts of heavy cream, 
whole milk and sweetened con­
densed milk and we finally hit 
on a recipe that is pretty creamy,” 
Bill Snover said.

“We can’t just give them 
away,” Jeannie Snover said of 
the recipes. “We just try to use 
the best possible ingredients.”

SCHOOL, from Page B1

The Turbotville Elemen­
tary School was built in 1936, 
the Watsontown Elementary 
School in 1965.

The board voted two years 
ago to close Watsontown Ele­
mentary School, which officials 
said would save the district an 
estimated $728,500 a year. Stu­
dents in kindergarten through 
third grade at the school now 
attend Turbotville Elemen­
tary and fourth-graders from 
both schools attend the middle 
school.

In October 2019, the school 
board approved the schematic
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design of the new facility, Hack 
said. The lead architect on the 
project is Michael Bell, of Bre- 
slin Ridyard Fadero Architects, 
Allentown.

“One of the challenges we 
faced as designers,” Bell said 
on Monday, “was to meet 
the district’s goal of having a 
building where learning hap­
pens throughout. And is not just 
confined to the classroom.” 

There will be several areas 
outside of the classroom for 
small groups to work, Bell said.

The new building will house 
approximately 800 kindergar- 
ten-sixth grade students.

Some of the improvements
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students will see in the new 
facility, Hack said, include a 
“full-size gym, state-of-the- 
art media center, music suite, 
art, and STEM lab. Spaces will 
encourage 21st-century teach­
ing and learning with flexible 
spaces designed for collabora­
tion and innovation for small 
and large groups alike.” 

Besides the elementary 
school, Hack said, the plan in­
cludes a campus-wide stormwa- 
ter management system, which 
will lead to the improvement 
of our athletic facilities, new 
softball and baseball fields and 
an updated stadium with an all- 
weather track and artificial turf.
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Bidding out for the con­
struction company is currently 
scheduled for late 2020 to early 
2021.

The proposed date of the 
groundbreaking is Spring 2021, 
with a target date for comple­
tion of the school in the 2022- 
2023 school year.

The pandemic could cause a 
change in the timeline, school 
board President Doug Whit- 
moyer said at last week’s school 
board meeting.

“The situation is fluid,” 
he told the board, as the new 
school was being discussed. 
“Things are changing all the 
time.”
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