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Bucknell delays start of spring semester
Students will start on Feb. 1, won’t have spring break
The Daily Item

Bucknell University will 
start its spring semester on 
Feb. 1 and eliminate spring 
break in an effort to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19.

“As the pandemic continues, 
we have finalized necessary 
adjustments to the spring se
mester calendar, with a goal 
of safely continuing in-person 
education with our current

model of hybrid instruction,” 
wrote Bucknell Provost Elisa
beth Mermann-Jozwiak in an 
email to students.

The Feb. 1 start is two weeks 
later than the original start 
date. Classes will end on Fri
day, May 7, while final exams 
will be completed on May 17. 
Commencement is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, May 
23. The university said the 
graduation date is subject to 
change pending the health and

safety limitations presented by 
pandemic conditions in early 
2021.

The later semester start date 
will accommodate pre-return 
COVID-19 testing and careful 
planning of the spring move-in 
process, similar to what was 
used when students returned to 
campus in mid-August. It will 
also give university faculty 
members time to prepare their 
courses for both in-person and 
remote education.

Elimination of spring break 
will keep students and uni
versity employees on campus 
while classes will continue 
during that week. This fall, 
Bucknell is sending home stu
dents before the Thanksgiving 
break. They will finish the se
mester remotely.

“While I know this (elimi
nation of spring break) is not 
ideal for students, faculty or
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Bucknell students sit outside on the first day of class.

FACILITY FOR SENIORS

65 Forward Health Center 
opens in Shamokin Dam

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Geisinger’s Juliann Molecavage talks about their new 65 Forward facility in Shamokin Dam on Thurs
day.

Clinic focuses on clinical, emotional care for older patients
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem.com

SHAMOKIN DAM - 
After nearly three decades 
working in health care, Dr. 
Gary Kemberling is excited to 
be a part of Geisinger’s new 
approach to patient care with 
this week’s opening of the 65 
Forward Health Center.

“This set
ting is perfect 
and a great 
opportunity

watch video at to serve peo- 
dailyitem.com * r c ,pie 65 and 

older,” he 
said of the center located 

at 30 Baldwin Ave. in the 
Orchard Hills Shopping

Center that employs two 
physicians, nurses, a dieti
cian, pharmacist and well
ness coordinator.

Described as a one-stop- 
shop for older patients, the 
center provides clinical care 
and emotional support in 
a space designed like 
a community center with

a hotel-like check-in area, 
a cafe-style waiting room 
equipped with an electric 
fireplace, coffee machine 
and snacks, social activities 
room and fitness area.

The centers’ two physi
cians, Kemberling and Dr.

See CENTER, Page B3

Lewisburg Area OKs air filter system purchase
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

The Lewisburg Area School 
Board approved the purchase 
of a needlepoint bipolar ion
ization system to improve fil
tration and air quality at all 
four district buildings.

The board voted unani
mously to spend $239,456 
on the system through the 
McClure Company, which 
estimated installation to take 
about three to five weeks, 
according to John Fairchild, 
director of administrative 
services.

The system consists of 
163 individual units. Jor
dan Fetzer, board president, 
said after the meeting that 
the units are connected to a 
building’s ventilation system 
to clean the air.

“With COVID-19, of 
course, that’s one of the main 
reasons we’re doing it,” Fetzer 
said, adding that the units can 
be transferred when existing 
HVAC systems are replaced 
in the schools. “It’s not just an 
investment for COVID-19. It’s 
an investment for down the 
road, for flu season and sea
sonal allergies. It’s something

that will benefit the district 
for a long time.”

The district initially re
ceived an estimate from a 
competing company, Sie
mens, which quoted a cost of 
$316,000 for 190 units.

The school board moved 
forward on the bipolar ion
ization project, separating it 
from an energy conservation 
and modernization project 
at district buildings and fa
cilities. Four qualified energy 
service companies responded 
to a request for qualifications 
for the pending project. Pro
posals were received Wednes-

day and haven't yet been ap
proved.

The goal is to improve air 
quality and reduce operating 
costs while enhancing en
ergy efficiency at all district 
buildings including the older 
schools: Kelly, Linntown and 
Eichhorn. The three older 
schools would be fitted with 
air conditioning as part of the 
project, something currently 
lacking at the buildings.

“The cost savings and the 
increased revenues from 
the program will be accom-

See FILTER, Page B3

Valley broadband 
expansion project 
nears final design
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

Five counties committed 
$3.2 million to extend wireless 
broadband internet coverage 
to areas across the Valley with 
connectivity that’s currently 
spotty at best.

The final design is nearly 
complete on the expansion of 
a pilot network already in place 
in Montour County.

Satellite dishes will be placed 
at as many as 20 sites to relay 
internet service point-to-point 
in rural areas of Columbia, 
Montour, Northumberland, 
Snyder and Union counties. 
Existing towers, tall build
ings and farm silos stretching 
above tree lines are targeted 
for satellite installation. Internet 
service providers operating on 
the network would then offer 
consumer service to residents 
and business owners.

There are five such satel
lite sites already in place in 
Montour County, according to 
Jennifer Wakeman, executive 
director of the economic devel
opment organization DRIVE 
— Driving Real Innovation for 
a Vibrant Economy.

Jennifer
Wakeman

The hills, 
ridges and 
valleys that 
make up the 
topography 
of Central 
Pennsylvania 
won’t allow 
full coverage 
for all resi
dents in the 
five counties, 
W a k e m a n  

said. It will improve vastly 
upon what’s already in place, 
she said.

“We’ve talked about it for
ever. The trick has always been 
where the money will come 
from,” Wakeman said.

The money for this particular 
project comes from the federal 
coronavirus relief act, CARES 
funds.

Pandemic mitigation mea
sures forced students and 
workers alike out of offices 
and schools to work and learn 
from home. It further exposed 
the consequences of poor in
ternet connectivity. As a result, 
the federal legislation allocated 
$100 million to expanding

See FINAL, Page B3

Troopers: Google records 
showed accused rapist 
researched victim’s home
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - Accused 
serial rapist John Kurtz used 
Google to search for an ad
dress near one of his victims’ 
homes and minutes later con
ducted a second search for pic
tures of the residence just 
hours before the Milton man 
kidnapped, bound and raped 
the woman, according to tes
timony from a state trooper 
Thursday.

On the third day of the 
scheduled two-week trial, 
the jury heard emotional tes
timony from a fifth victim 
and her mother. The woman 
explained how she was bound, 
blindfolded, taken from her 
Northumberland County home 
and placed in a vehicle be
tween 2 a.m. and 3 a.m. April 
23, 2017.

She said she was taken to 
an undisclosed location and

raped by a man she could not 
see.

That man, police say, is 
Kurtz, a 46-year-old former 
SCI-Coal Township prison 
guard accused of multiple 
kidnappings, rapes and at
tempted kidnappings within 
Northumberland, Montour and 
Columbia counties between 
November 2012 and April 
2017.

The victim said the man 
asked if she could see him 
through a blindfold, and when 
the woman told him no, the 
man responded, “Good, that’s 
your saving grace.”

The Daily Item does not 
publish the names of victims 
of sexual assault.

Trooper Max Andres, who 
was working at the Stoning- 
ton state police barracks in 
April 2017, testified he spoke 
with the victim the day of the

See RECORDS, Page B3
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Local
65 Forward Health Center opens

Lewisburg OKs air filter system purchase

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
Geisinger physician Blake Garmon talks Thursday about the new Geisinger 65 
Forward facility he will be working at in Shamokin Dam.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
There is an X-ray room at the new Geisinger 65 Forward facility in Shamokin 
Dam as well as exam rooms and exercise facilities.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
Some of the exercise equipment being set up at the 
new Geisinger 65 Forward facility in Shamokin Dam.

Bucknell delays 
start of spring 
semester

Valley broadband 
expansion project 
nears final design
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Blake Garmon are available 
for same-day appointments 
and up to one-hour private 
visits with patients.

“Traditionally, a physician 
will see up to 1,500 and 2,000 
patients. Ours see only up to 
450 patients,” said Juliann 
Molecavage, associate vice 
president of primary services.

Kemberling said the lower 
patient volume will allow 
him to get more insight into 
his patients' lives and overall 
health.

“A good number of my pa
tients are very intrigued” by 
the new program that also 
offers telemedicine, testing, 
lab and X-ray services, he 
said. “We offer preventative 
medicine.”

In addition to providing 
traditional health care, the 
center is also a place where 
older residents may visit to 
engage socially with others, 
including chair yoga classes 
and arts and crafts sessions.

Loneliness has an “adverse 
effect” on seniors, said Gar
mon, particularly for those 
who have limited mobility 
and no relatives nearby.

Providing a relaxing envi
ronment where patients can 
receive medical attention and 
engage in social activities 
will improve lives, he said.

“They’re not just interact
ing with us (physicians) but 
with others,” Garmon said.

His interest in working at 
the center was in the collab
orative nature the setting en
courages, with staff members 
working closely together in a 
large room.

Operations manager Steph
anie Pacovsky said she hopes 
patients will also benefit.

“We hope to create a sense 
of community for our se
niors,” she said.

The center is open to pa
tients with Geisinger Gold 
insurance but is being offered 
to anyone 65 and older for a 
yearlong tryout.

“They don’t need Geisinger 
Gold to start with us. Because 
it’s so new, we want them to 
feel comfortable,” said Mole
cavage, who encourages resi
dents to visit for a tour of the 
Shamokin Dam center, which 
is open weekdays from 8 a.m.

FILTER, from Page B1

plished without requiring up
front capital from the district 
and will provide a positive 
cash flow each and every year 
of the financing term,” ac
cording to language in the 
district’s request for quali
fications.

In other business, the 
school board voted to waive 
the district’s senior project

RECORDS, from Page B1

incident at a Valley hospital 
where she was being exam
ined.

Andres said police had no 
leads at the time as to who 
the assailant was but when 
he received the results of a 
rape kit tested by state po
lice, the DNA collected was 
a match for DNA in a similar 
rape case.

Both women were kid
napped from their homes and 
raped, according to police.

The woman held her com
posure while telling the jury 
her story, but her mother, who 
followed her on the stand, 
broke down during her own 
testimony.

The mother said she re
ceived a phone call from her 
daughter around 6:30 a.m. 
telling her she had just been 
kidnapped and raped.

Troopers began to meet with 
various other law enforce
ment agencies and worked 
around the clock to find leads, 
according to testimony.

Cpl. Jeff Vilello, of the 
Milton state police barracks, 
one of the arresting troop-

to 5 p.m. COVID-19 precau
tions are being followed at the 
center, she said.

The Shamokin Dam Geis
inger 65 Forward Health 
Clinic is the first in Central 
Pennsylvania. Two other cen
ters opened in Scranton and 
Kingston in late 2019 and two 
more will open in Wilkes- 
Barre and Hazleton later this 
year.

Additional 65 Forward 
Centers are slated to open 
next year in Milton, Sham
okin, Pottsville and State 
College.

requirement for graduation. 
The waiver applies only to 
the next graduating class, the 
Class of 2021.

High School Principal 
Paula Reber, in a letter to 
the board and Superintendent 
Jennifer Polinchock, said the 
complexities created by the 
pandemic necessitate the 
waiver.

“Because the vast majority 
of the projects are service-

ers, testified police decided to 
file a search warrant seeking 
Google records between July 
13 and July 20,2017, for any
one who searched the home 
of a victim who had testified 
earlier in the trial.

When troopers received 
the information it showed a 
local IP address, which re
sulted in law enforcement 
filing another warrant with 
internet provider PenTeleData 
requesting information on the 
subscriber of the account, ac
cording to testimony.

Records received by police 
showed that on July 19, 2017, 
at 10:09 p.m. the IP address 
was used to search a residence 
address, according to testi
mony by one of the arresting 
state troopers, Joel Follmer, 
a criminal investigator out of 
the Montoursville state police 
barracks.

At 10:12 p.m., just three 
minutes later, the IP address 
searched photos of the home, 
according to Follmer.

The rape occurred hours 
later in the early morning 
hours of July 20, according 
to previous testimony.

Kurtz, the subscriber using 
the IP address, then became

based or involve career explo
ration, (the high school) relies 
heavily on outside individual 
and group partnerships for 
these opportunities. Due to 
restrictions on visitors and 
volunteers, many of the or
ganizations and job shadow 
opportunities are unattainable 
for our students this year,” 
Reber wrote.

Often, summer months are 
used to complete senior proj-

a suspect, Vilello testified.
State troopers began to 

work 24 hours a day on the 
case. They placed a tracking 
device on Kurtz’s vehicle, had 
troopers following him physi
cally, and had a police heli
copter in the air when Kurtz 
would be driving, according 
to testimony.

“We took a dive into his 
life,” Vilello testified. “Our 
goal was to eventually collect 
a DNA sample to submit to 
the state police lab for test
ing.”

Troopers had already col
lected DNA evidence that was 
connected to other rapes but 
investigators did not have a 
person of interest until the 
Google search warrant results 
were known, according to tes
timony.

Troopers discovered Kurtz 
was a prison guard, Vilello 
testified.

Investigators spoke with 
Department of Corrections 
officials and were able to find 
out where Kurtz was working 
and get his work schedules, 
Vilello said.

Vilello said one of the vic
tims was raped on Nov. 9, 
2012. Records showed Kurtz,

ects. However, Reber wrote 
that the camps, clinics and 
mission trips normally used 
for the projects were can
celed.

Senior projects aren’t a 
state guideline for graduation.

“Even our own efforts 
to follow school reopening 
guidelines make it more chal
lenging for students to volun
teer in other district build
ings,” Reber wrote.

who was working at the cor
rectional facility in Frackville 
at the time, clocked into work 
at 9:47 p.m. on Nov. 8 and 
clocked out at 3:59 a.m. on 
Nov. 9, according to testi
mony.

The rape occurred before 
6:30 a.m., on Nov. 9, Vilello 
said.

Kurtz was moved to SCI- 
Coal Township in 2015, 
Vilello testified.

In June of 2015, another 
rape was reported and work 
records showed Kurtz was off 
the day the attack occurred.

Kurtz was also off from 
work July 20,2016, when an
other kidnapping and rape 
occurred, troopers said.

Kurtz did not make eye 
contact with witnesses on 
the stand but took notes and 
spoke with his public de
fender, Michael Suders, dur
ing questioning of the wit
nesses.

Northumberland County 
Assistant District Attorney 
Julia Skinner is prosecuting 
the case with Northumber
land County President Judge 
Charles Saylor presiding.

The trial is set to resume at 
9:15 a.m. today.

DELAYS, from Page B1

staff, we must mitigate the 
risk of a campus outbreak by 
continuing to reduce travel,” 
Mermann-Jozwiak wrote.

“Our goal is to hold final 
exams in-person this spring, so 
unlike this semester, students 
in residence will remain on 
campus during finals,” Mer- 
mann-Jozwiak wrote.

Spring classes will be de
livered in a hybrid format and 
students will again have the 
option of learning in-person 
or remotely. Students who 
choose to learn remotely will 
not be able to return to cam
pus to visit during the spring 
semester as the university will 
continue to limit visitors to 
campus.

FINAL, from Page B1

broadband in rural communi
ties.

County commissioners 
across the Valley authorized 
portions of their respec
tive CARES funding toward 
a cooperative expansion of 
broadband: Snyder and Union 
counties, $600,000; Northum
berland, $1 million; Columbia, 
$800,000; Montour, $200,000.

Union County Commissioner 
Jeff Reber said the current 
board of commissioners picked 
up where prior boards left off in 
attempting to strengthen inter
net service in under-served and 
unserved parts of the county, 
namely western and northern 
areas.

The West End Library in 
Laurelton will be among the 
many beneficiaries of improved 
internet service, ensuring that 
all three libraries in the Union 
County public library system 
will serve as hubs for distance 
learning and work.

“That’s enough to get us to 
the western part. If there be
comes more money available 
there’s a possibility of expand
ing north, also,” Reber said of 
Union County’s investment.

If you live in Snyder County 
and don't have fiberoptic cable 
service or work at a local uni
versity, you’ve likely got con
nectivity issues, Snyder County 
Commissioner Joe Kantz said.

“I have those same issues at 
my house. I hear it every day. 
People can’t run their small 
businesses. I think in many 
ways it’s keeping small busi
nesses from starting up or ex
panding,” Kantz said.

Final network design is 
about two weeks away, Wake- 
man said. There seems to be no 
room for any delays. CARES 
Act funding must be spent by

As of Thursday morning, 
Bucknell’s COVID-19 dash
board shows 19 on-campus 
positive cases, including just 
one active case. Sixteen stu
dents remain in isolation while 
the university has adminis
tered 28,202 tests.

Earlier this week, Penn State 
officials delayed the start of 
the spring semester by a week 
and eliminated the traditional 
spring break as part of its on
going COVID-19 mitigation.

The spring session will 
begin on Jan. 19 and end 15 
weeks later. Final exams are 
scheduled for May 3-7. The 
session begins Jan. 18, but 
classes will begin the follow
ing day after observance for 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
on Jan. 18.

"I have those same 
issues at my house.
I hear it every day. 
People can't run their 
small businesses. I 
think in many ways 
it's keeping small 
businesses from start
ing up or expand-
• „ nmg.

— Snyder County 
Commissioner 

Joe Kantz

recipients no later than Dec. 30 
or returned to the U.S. Treasury.

Wakeman expressed confi
dence the deadline for expen
ditures will be met. She’s not 
alone. Reber and Kantz each 
said they believed expansion 
will be accomplished by year’s 
end.

As Wakeman explained, 
DRIVE will have to prove ex
pansion was accomplished.

“We will be able to do that,” 
Wakeman said. “As we bring 
these towers online, people will 
be able to be hooked up. You 
don’t have to wait for the whole 
thing to be completed.”

Wakeman and Kantz both 
asked Valley residents to be 
patient as the project unfolds.

Once the infrastructure is in 
place it will take some time for 
internet service providers to 
join the network, Kantz said.

“This is not going to be a 
cure-all but it’s a start,” Kantz 
said.

“This is not a single solution 
to broadband. This is one of 
many solutions. We will not 
cover 100% of every single 
county. That is not feasible,” 
Wakeman said.

■ VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION DONATION

Photo provided
Scott Bennett, left, of BZ Motors in Lewisburg, pres
ents Doug Walter a $200 donation for the Veterans 
Day celebration in Mifflinburg.

Records showed man researched victim’s home


