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80 years since Pearl Harbor attack
■ Special page includes attack details, ■ 101-year-old attack survivor among 

President Roosevelt’s response, the fate of those gathering today in Hawaii to remem- 
American and Japanese fleets/A6 ber those killed/A3

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

Valley gets $3M in 
state property funds

Ex-Celotex 
site to be 
restored 
then sold 
in parcels
By Francis Scarcella

fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - The former 
Knight-Celotex site is getting new 
life after being dead land for 13 
years.

A $2 million grant — secured by 
two Valley lawmakers and signed 
by Gov. Tom Wolf — will provide 
Sunbury with funds to begin resto
ration of the 21.83-acre property, 
preparing it to be sold off in pieces.

State Sen. John Gordner and 
state Rep. Lynda Culver met with 
city and county officials at the 
1400 Susquehanna Ave. location 
Monday to 
make the an
nouncement.

G o r d n e r  
thanked Cul
ver, city and 
county offi
cials and es
pecially Wolf 
for signing off 
on the project.

G o r d n e r  
said there 
are billions 
of dollars 
of requests in the 
Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital 
Program and Sun
bury was one of the 
requests that got an
swered.

“There are literally billions 
of dollars of projects listed and 
thanks to Gov. Wolf signing off 
on this we were able to secure the 
funding,” Gordner said.

Gordner said it was teamwork 
between himself and Culver and 
city and county officials.

“We have a great team together 
here,” Culver said.

The funds will be used to help 
rehabilitate and redevelop the 
area. The first phase of the project

INSIDE
■ State 
Rep. Rowe 
secures 
$1M for Al
bright Care 
Services, 
$500K for 
Evangelical 
Community 
Hospital/A2

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
State Sen. John Gordner, center, talks about a $2 million grant to help the city of Sun
bury clean up the former Celotex site to be able to market it.

New propane distribution business in 
Point Township gets $1M state grant
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com
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dailyitem.com Watch video at 

dailyitem.com

See CELOTEX, Page A2

NORTHUMBERLAND - A 
$1 million state grant will help 
fund the construction of a new 
propane distribution business 
along Route 11 just 
east of Northum
berland for a com
pany that will bring 
at least 40 full-time 
jobs to the area.

State and local 
leaders gathered 
on Monday afternoon at the 
Point Township site located at 
the former PennDOT rest area 
at 1240 Point Township Drive to 
announce that Button Holdings 
and Energy will benefit from 
grant money from the Redevelop
ment Assistance Capital Program 
(RACP). The business focuses on 
the wholesale commercial and 
residential distribution of energy 
needs.

“It’s an area we’ve wanted to 
get into for the last few years,”

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item
North Shore Railroad will transport propane to a new 
transfer station along Route 11 in Point Township where 
Button Holdings and Energy will store it in tanks and dis
tribute it to their customers locally.

said President Edward Button. 
“It’s far enough away from the 
terminals and ports to make it 
beneficial to have rail bring it, 
but it’s close enough to keep ev
erything moving.”

Button joined state Sen. 
John Gordner, R-27; state Rep. 
Lynda Schlegel Culver, R-108; 
and Northumberland County

See POINT, Page A2

Hospitals 
add more 
COVID 
patients
3,967 new cases, 
1st time in week 
with less than 5K
The Daily Item

As COVID-19 hospitalizations in
creased again on Monday — for the 
15th time in 16 days — the number of 
new cases of the coronaviruses dipped 
to its lowest one-day total since mid-No
vember.

There were 3,967 more infections of 
the virus reported statewide on Mon
day, ending a day of seven consecutive 
days with more than 5,000 new cases 
registered.

State Health officials also reported 60 
new deaths. There were no COVID-re- 
lated deaths in the Valley, ending a 
string of eight consecutive days with 
at least one Valley resident dying from 
COVID-19 complications.

In the Valley, there were 80 new infec
tions, including 58 in Northumberland 
County, 10 in Snyder, eight in Union and 
four in Montour.

To date, 741 Valley residents have 
died of COVID-19 and there have been 
32,122 infections in the Valley.

All 67 Pennsylvania counties contin
ued to see high community transmission 
of the disease on Monday, meaning at 
least 100 new cases per 100,000 res
idents over the previous seven days, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). Na
tionwide 78.99 percent of counties are 
showing high levels of transmission and 
1.86 percent are showing low levels, 
according to data reported Monday.

DOH officials reported 15.7 million 
vaccinations have been administered, in
cluding 1.7 million boosters. As of Mon
day, 74.2 percent of Montour County 
residents are fully vaccinated, the high
est percentage in the state according to 
DOH. Northumberland County ranks 
25th with 55.2 percent fully vaccinated, 
followed by Union County at 46.8 per
cent (44th statewide) and Snyder County 
at 41.1 percent (60th).

Hospitalizations
Health officials reported 71 new

See COVID, Page A2
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Hospitals add more COVID-19 patients
COVID, from Page A1

hospitalizations Monday, the 
largest increase in a week.

There were 123 patients at 
Geisinger in Danville — up 
eight — 20 at Geisinger in 
Shamokin and 50 at Evangel
ical Community Hospital.

There were 33 patients in in
tensive care units at Geisinger 
in Danville — down four — 
12 at Evangelical Community 
Hospital — up three — and 
five at Geisinger-Shamokin 
— down four.

Geisinger’s Danville loca
tion was treating 10 on ven
tilators and Evangelical was 
treating six, up one.

Of Evangelical’s 50 hospi
talized COVID patients, 43 
are not fully vaccinated hos
pital officials said. Ten of the 
12 patients in the ICU are not 
fully vaccinated, along with

five of six on ventilators.
The DOH reported 4,177 

Pennsylvania residents were 
being treated at hospitals. Of 
those patients hospitalized 
statewide, 879 were being 
treated in intensive care units 
(ICUs), down two, and 499 — 
up 13 — were on ventilators.

Prisons, state facilities
COVID-19 infections at the 

State Correctional Institution 
(SCI) in Coal Township re
mained level for the second 
consecutive day after nearly 
doubling on Saturday, increas
ing from 32 to 60. There were 
50 inmate cases and 10 staff 
cases, according to the state 
Department of Corrections 
(DOC). Inmate cases in
creased by 26 and staff cases 
increased by two on Saturday. 
Statewide on Monday, there 
were 320 inmate cases and

COVID-19: BY THE NUMBERS

TODAY'S UPDATE:
State

3,967
Valley

80
New today 

Cases

0 Deaths 60
Montour Northland
Cases: 4 Cases: 58
Deaths: 0 Deaths: 0
Shots: 426* Shots: 1,174*

Snyder Union
Cases: 10 Cases: 8
Deaths: 0 Deaths: 0
Shots: 485* Shots: 515*

Most cases today: Allegheny Co., N/A

SINCE PANDEMIC BEGAN:
1,783,118

Total COVID-19 cases in 
the state since March 2020

32,122
Total COVID-19 cases in 
Valley since March 2020

33,962
Total COVID-19 deaths in 

the state since March 2020

741
Total COVID-19 deaths in 
Valley since March 2020

69.7% Pa. residents over 18 fully 
vaccinated for COVID-19

Total doses by county 

Montour: 30,840 Snyder: 36,439
Northumberland: 107,140 Union: 47,200

15,728,174
Total vaccines 

administered in Pa.
SOURCE: Pennsylvania 

Department of Health

'WEEKEND TOTALS. THE STATE DID NOT UPDATE VACCINATION NUMBERS THIS WEEKEND

239 staff cases. (USP) in Lewisburg, there and no staff cases accord-
At the U.S. Penitentiary were two active inmate cases ing to the federal Bureau of

Prisons, the same numbers 
as reported since Saturday. 
There was one staff case at 
USP Allenwood and two staff 
cases at the low-security unit 
in Allenwood. There were no 
prisoner or staff cases at the 
medium-security unit in Al
lenwood, again.

There were seven staff cases 
and no client cases at the Dan
ville State Hospital, according 
to the state Department of Hu
man Services (DHS).

At the North Central Secure 
Treatment Unit, there were 
fewer than five staff cases at 
the girls unit and no youth 
cases. The DHS does not post 
numbers fewer than five to 
avoid identifying patients.

The Selinsgrove State Cen
ter also reported fewer than 
five staff cases and no cases 
among clients receiving ser
vices.

Ex-Celotex property to be 
restored then sold in parcels
CELOTEX, from Page A1

involves land acquisition costs, 
upgrades to utilities and storm- 
water systems and the installa
tion of a traffic light, to provide 
ease of access.

“The completion of this project 
wi 11 be a major boost to the local 
economy, by providing a prime 
location for businesses to come 
in and establish a presence in this 
community,” Gordner said.

Gordner said the news of the 
money is big for the city.

“Sunbury is one of those places 
that is on the move,” he said.

Celotex shut its doors in 2008 
and since that time there have 
been talks of the Northumber
land County Jail being built on 
the site, a new courthouse, and 
various other businesses have 
shown some interest, but nothing 
ever panned out.

Now, with the $2 million and 
the partnership between the city 
and county, the site will get pre
pared for resale, Commissioner 
Sam Schiccatano said.

“This is great news for all of 
us,” he said. “We are very ap
preciative of everything Sen. 
Gordner and Rep. Culver do for 
our county.”

$1.5M IN GRANTS FOR UNION 
COUNTY MEDICAL CENTERS

Two Union County 
medical facilities received 
a combined $1.5 million in 
state grants as part of the 
Redevelopment Assistance 
Capitol Program (RACP), 
state Rep. David Rowe 
announced Monday.

Rowe announced that 
Albright Care Services and 
Evangelical Community 
Hospital were awarded 
grants.

Albright Care Services 
was awarded $1 million to 
convert a current nursing 
care center to a Living In
dependence for the Elderly 
(LIFE) Day Program. The 
managed care program will

provide a comprehensive, 
all-inclusive package of 
medical and supportive 
services. In addition, it will 
include renovations to an 
existing wing of the current 
nursing care center.

Evangelical was awarded 
$500,000 to replace the 
existing 500-ton steam 
absorber chiller with an 
850-ton magnetic bearing 
chiller. This will increase the 
capacity for chilled water, 
and the automatic transfer 
system will allow the chiller 
to function in the event of a 
power outage.

- THE DAILY ITEM

The city will be purchasing the 
property for $1.5 million from the 
county and the county in return 
will be giving $1.5 million back 
to the city in American Rescue 
Funds, as a way to help develop 
the land, thus not costing tax
payers a single dime, according 
to City Administrator Derrick 
Backer.

Councilman Jim Eister said he

is thrilled for the city and thank
ful to local leaders.

“We are doing big things,” 
he said. “None of this is possi
ble without the support of Sen. 
Gordner and Rep. Culver. We 
also want to thank the county 
for working with us and all the 
work our city administrator did 
on this. We are excited for the 
future of the site.”

New propane distribution business in 
Point Township gets $1M state grant
POINT, from Page A1

Commissioners Sam Schiccat
ano, Joe Klebon and Kymberley 
Best in the announcement.

North Shore Railroad Com
pany purchased the site in 2019 
and contracted with Rhinehart 
Railroad Construction and 
LIVIC Civil Engineering to de
velop the site. North Shore was 
awarded a Rail Transportation 
Assistance Program (RTAP) 
designation through PennDOT 
for the project.

The $2.2 million development 
of the location will have two to six 
80,000-gallon propane tanks in
stalled to offload train cars from 
North Shore and redistribute gas 
to the Northumberland County 
area. This will keep trucks off the 
road and reduce travel times and 
freight times, which inevitably re
duces the costs to the customers, 
said Button.

Button trucks as well as other 
propane companies will be able 
to use the location. There will be 
one small building for loading 
controls; it will be mainly tanks 
and pumps, said Button.

Jobs include driver positions, 
terminal management positions 
and maintenance positions, he 
said.

The goal is to be operational 
before the end of summer 2022, 
he said.

North Shore’s Business and 
Development Manager Joe Kantz 
said the project will increase 
competition in the markets for 
those in the energy industry.

“If you are a business or a 
farmer whose got a chicken farm, 
hog farm or dairy farm, and you 
use propane or any kind of en
ergy, it brings prices to be more 
competitive,” said Kantz. “We 
need to breed that. I appreciate 
that our governor and our sen
ator and our representatives un
derstand that if we can invest in

Robert Inglls/The Daily Item

State Senator John Gordner, left, and State Repre
sentative Lynda Culver talk about the new energy 
project coming to Point Township as Edward Button, 
president of Button Holdings and Energy, listens on 
Monday afternoon.

private projects that will increase 
competition for the betterment 
of everyone in our area, that’s a 
good investment.”

The purpose is to bring in 
more energy and drive compe
tition, “which is good for every
one,” said Kantz.

Kantz described the former 
rest stop as looking like a “di
saster zone” and a “wasteland.” 
Culver called it an “eyesore.”

“It was just a mess,” said Cul
ver.

The area along Route 11 with 
Sunoco and LHT and now Button 
is turning into an “energy corri
dor,” said Culver.

Gordner thanked Gov. Wolf 
for approving the funding. Only

about 100 projects are funded 
through the Redevelopment 
Assistance Capital Program 
(RACP) each year.

“We put projects on the table. 
He’s the one who ultimately has 
to sign off on them,” said Gordner.

The projects have to be shov- 
el-ready, create economic de
velopment, will fill a need and 
create jobs. The funds have to be 
matched as well, said Gordner.

The Joint Rail Authority of 
SEDA-Council of Governments, 
of Lewisburg, wrote and applied 
for the grant. The Authority is 
working with Button and North 
Shore as the beneficiary of the 
funding.

Casey: Broadband for rural areas 
key element of infrastructure bill
By David Hurst
dhurst@tribdem .com

A lack of quality broadband 
service is an issue that the pan
demic shined a glaring light on 
in 2020.

Nearly 400,000 Pennsylva
nians don’t have reliable high
speed internet access - an es
timate that dwarfs the city of 
Pittsburgh’s population.

It’s going to take close col
laboration with state- and coun
ty-level officials in areas such as 
Cambria, Indiana and Somerset 
counties - but $100 million in 
new statewide funds will build 
broadband bridges to close lin
gering gaps in rural Pennsylva
nia, U.S. Senator Bob Casey Jr. 
said Monday.

“Broadband is just one of a 
long list of elements in the In
frastructure bill - but it’s one of 
the most important we could’ve 
invested in,” said Casey, touting 
it as a modern-day necessity in 
the age of virtual learning, on
line business opportunities and 
remote work.

As outlined, the Infrastruc
ture bill will initially provide 
$100 million in funds toward 
broadband expansion in Penn
sylvania and another $35 mil
lion to enable as many as 2.9 
million residents who cannot 
afford internet to receive high
speed service at discounted 
rates, Casey during a conference 
call Monday.

Most of those 2.9 millions 
Pennsylvanians are either urban 
or the very rural poor, the sena
tor said. A large percentage are 
working families that are able 
to get by every day - but cannot 
afford everyday “extras” such as 
high-speed service, Casey said.

If it’s affecting children, it’s 
affecting America’s future, 
he said, noting that too many 
school-age children are being 
left behind - missing valuable 
opportunities to become better 
learners.

“We’re not going to outcom- 
pete China unless we invest in 
your children,” he said. “We 
need to make sure they have 
the essential tools they need.”

Like the historic Pennsylva
nia Main Line Canal or airports 
when they debuted, broadband 
is part of today’s infrastructure 
that allows small businesses 
to reach the rest of the world,

The (Johnstown) Tribune Democrat file photo
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey Jr. said Monday broadband in
ternet funding is an important part of the federal 
infrastructure bill.

Johnstown-born Economic De
velopment Specialist Donald 
Bonk said.

High-speed internet “lev
els the playing field” for rural 
Pennsylvania - an area often 
overlooked, Bonk said.

“And it enables people to 
learn and earn a living in a bet
ter, faster, stronger way,” he said.

Dairy farmer and former 
Pennsylvania Agriculture 
Secretary Dennis Wolff, who 
joined Casey on a virtual press 
conference to highlight the bill, 
said it matters on Pennsylvania's 
farmland, too.

Just over six of every 10 
Pennsylvania farms have reli
able internet access - well be
low nearby Maryland (80%) and 
New Jersey (91%), the USDA 
reported

Today’s farm equipment is 
GPS-equipped, allowing man
ufacturers to monitor and flag 
when a tractor or other piece of 
farm equipment isn’t running 
right. Farmers are able to use 
similar technology to track soil 
and seed productivity to help 
them better manage next year’s 
sowing and growing seasons, 
Wolff said.

“Here in western Pennsylva
nia, we’re so fiercely self-reli- 
ant,” said Indiana County Com
missioner Sherene Hess. “But 
we know where are gaps are 
and where we need to be better 
connected.”

Given the growing number 
of funding sources to expand 
broadband statewide - includ
ing the DCED and communi
ty-based Rescue Plan funds, 
the latest round of $100 million 
from the federal government 
is a welcome piece to a larger

puzzle, said Hess, who spoke 
during the Zoom briefing.

“For the 30% who are really 
struggling in places like Indiana 
County, this is going to be trans
formative,” she said.

Cambria County President 
Commissioner Thomas Cherni- 
sky agreed.

“Broadband is not a luxury. It 
should be seen as a utility like 
electricity,” he said, adding that 
it is “invaluable” for both com
munity and economy.

Cambria, Somerset and Bed
ford counties are already work
ing with Southern Alleghenies 
Planning and Development 
Commission on a regional effort 
to expand high-speed internet 
availability - and the infrastruc
ture bill’s federal funding can 
only help that effort, Chernisky 
said during a telephone inter
view Monday.

Pennsylvania has not yet 
announced how and where 
the funds will be distributed. 
Legislation is being considered 
to create a Pennsylvania broad
band authority to oversee the 
task of addressing zones where 
adequate internet service isn’t 
available.

“The real challenge has been 
deployment (of broadband by 
service providers) in remote 
areas, because the economics 
don’t work,” Casey said, noting 
that it’s expensive to expand 
new service to areas with fewer 
customers. “That’s why these 
dollars are so important. But it’s 
going to require a team effort.”

The infrastructure bill was 
signed into law by President Joe 
Biden on Nov. 15 after house 
lawmakers approved it in a 228- 
206 vote.

Threat to Greenville schools determined to be false
GREENVILLE — Green

ville-West Salem police deter- 
mined that a rumored threat 
against Greenville School Dis
trict was false.

The school notified police Sun
day night that some parents were 
upset about social media activity 
that referred to a threat of violence 
at Greenville High School Mon
day, said Cpl. Wes Carson, the

school resource officer.
“Officers spoke to numerous 

students last night by going to 
their homes,” Carson said. “We 
take this very seriously.” 

Carson said after the over
night investigation, Greenville 
police decided that the threat 
was not credible and there was 
no reason for concern.

Carson compared the threat

rumor to the telephone game.
“I think that’s what happened 

here,” Carson said. “Someone 
says one thing and social me
dia blows it completely out of 
portion.”

He said his fellow officers 
did an excellent job of inves
tigating the case and closing it 
by morning.
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Installation and Repair

tfass Electric inc.
Rear 135 Fairmount Ave., Sunbury • 570-286-0681 

Fax: 570-286-2455 • Owner:James E. Reader j 
PA License # PA -016313 • EPA Certified # NAT-74118-1 forleadbase :

JANOME • NEW HOME • NECCHI • SINGER

SALES & SERVICE
SEBO • ROYAL • EUREKA

Parts and Accessories
“We Service Most Brands”

VAC BAGS AVAILABLE

WARREN’S/Sunbury Sewing Center
Rtes. li & 15 • Hummels Wharf • 570-743-1718 

VISA • MASTERCARD • DISCOVER


